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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

With over 20 years of experience in digital marketing and social media management, the author 

has worked with hundreds of businesses—from local startups to international brands. Having 

built multiple successful remote teams and managed social media campaigns that generated 
millions in revenue, they understand both the creative and business sides of social media 

management. 

This guide represents years of real-world experience, mistakes made, lessons learned, and proven 

strategies that work in today's competitive digital landscape. The author currently manages a 

team of remote social media professionals and continues to work directly with select clients 
while mentoring the next generation of SMM professionals. 

When not creating content or strategizing campaigns, they can be found testing new platforms, 
analyzing engagement data, and staying ahead of the ever-changing social media landscape. 

 

INTRODUCTION: WHY THIS BOOK EXISTS 

Let me guess why you're here. 

You've seen those Instagram posts about "making $5K a month posting on social media from 
your laptop." You've watched the YouTube videos promising that social media management is 

easy money. Maybe you're already doing some posting for a local business or helping friends 
with their accounts. 

And you're wondering: Is this actually a real career? Can I really make good money doing this? 

The short answer is yes. The longer answer is that it takes more than pretty pictures and clever 
captions. 

I wrote this book because I was tired of seeing talented people fail at social media 
management—not because they lacked creativity or skills, but because nobody taught them the 

business side. Nobody explained how to find good clients, set boundaries, price their work, or 

create systems that scale. 

Most SMM "training" focuses on tactics: how to use Canva, which hashtags to use, when to post. 

That stuff matters, but it's not what separates successful social media managers from those who 
burn out after six months. 

This book is different. It's written by someone who has been in the trenches for over two 

decades, who has made the mistakes, learned from them, and built multiple successful social 
media businesses. 
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What You'll Learn 

This isn't a theoretical guide. Every strategy, template, and piece of advice comes from real 

experience managing social media for real businesses with real budgets and real expectations. 

You'll learn: 

 How to position yourself as a professional from day one 

 The difference between working remote and in-house (and how to excel at both) 
 How to find clients who value your work and pay accordingly 

 How to create content that actually drives business results 
 How to protect yourself legally and emotionally 

 How to scale your services without burning out 

Who This Book Is For 

This guide is perfect for: 

 Beginners who want to start a social media management career the right way 

 Freelancers who are tired of competing on price alone 
 In-house employees who want to prove their value and advance their careers 

 Business owners who need to understand what good social media management looks like 

 Anyone who wants to build a sustainable, profitable remote career 

Who This Book Is NOT For 

If you're looking for: 

 Get-rich-quick schemes 
 "Hack the algorithm" tricks 

 Ways to automate everything without human involvement 

 Advice on going viral overnight 

...this book isn't for you. This is about building a real business with real skills and real results.  

A Quick Note About Remote Work 

Much of this guide focuses on remote social media management because that's where the biggest 
opportunities are. The demand for skilled remote SMMs has exploded, especially after 2020, and 

it shows no signs of slowing down. 

Remote work isn't just about working from home—it's about accessing global opportunities, 
building location-independent income, and creating the lifestyle you want. But it also requires 

different skills than traditional employment, which is why I've dedicated significant portions of 
this book to remote-specific strategies. 
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How to Get the Most From This Book 

Read it in order the first time through. The chapters build on each other, and skipping around 

might leave you with gaps in understanding. 

After your first read, use it as a reference. Come back to specific chapters when you need them. 

Keep it handy during your first few months as an SMM—you'll be surprised how often you 
reference it. 

Most importantly, implement what you learn. This book is designed to be practical, not 

inspirational. Every chapter includes actionable steps you can take immediately.  

Ready? Let's build your social media management career the right way. 

 

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 

This book is designed to be both a linear learning experience and a reference guide you'll return 
to throughout your SMM career. 

For Complete Beginners 

Start with Chapter 1 and read straight through to Chapter 6. This will give you the foundation 

you need to start taking on clients professionally. 

For Current SMMs Looking to Improve 

Jump to the chapters that address your biggest challenges. Use the table of contents to find 

exactly what you need. 

For Business Owners Hiring SMMs 

Focus on Chapters 11-13 to understand what good social media management looks like and how 
to set proper expectations. 

Throughout the Book, Look For: 

� Pro Tips - Advanced strategies from years of experience 
� Warning Signs - Red flags to watch out for 

� Action Items - Specific steps to take right now 

� Pricing Notes - Real-world pricing guidance 
 

Now, let's dive in. 
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PART I: GETTING STARTED 

 

CHAPTER 1: SO YOU WANT TO BE A SOCIAL MEDIA 

MANAGER? 

Let's be real—being a social media manager sounds fun, right? Get paid to post? Work from 

your laptop at home (or from a beach café)? Sign me up! 

But here's what they don't tell you: It takes real skills, real discipline, and real business sense. 

This isn't just about pretty pictures and hashtags—it's about understanding people, platforms, and 

results. 

Whether you're managing social media for a client, your boss, or your own business, success 

comes down to mastering these core elements: 

The Reality Check 

Before we go any further, let me give you a reality check. Social media management is not: 

 Easy money - Good SMMs work hard for their success 

 Just posting pictures - Strategy, analysis, and client management are huge parts of the 
job 

 Guaranteed income - Like any business, it requires consistent effort and smart decisions 
 Always glamorous - You'll deal with difficult clients, algorithm changes, and tight 

deadlines 

But it can be incredibly rewarding when done right. The best social media managers I know: 

 Work with businesses they genuinely care about 

 See direct results from their efforts 
 Have the freedom to work from anywhere 

 Earn excellent income while building valuable skills 

 Continuously learn and adapt to an evolving industry 

What Makes a Successful SMM? 

After working with hundreds of social media managers over the years, I've identified the traits 

that separate the successful ones from those who struggle: 

1. Business Mindset You're not just creating content—you're solving business problems. Every 

post should have a purpose that ties back to the client's goals. 
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2. Consistent Communication Whether you're remote or in-house, over-communication is your 

friend. Clients and bosses want to know what you're doing and why. 

3. Systems Thinking Successful SMMs create repeatable processes. They don't reinvent the 

wheel for every post or every client. 

4. Adaptability Platforms change constantly. Algorithm updates, new features, policy changes—

you need to roll with the punches. 

5. Professional Boundaries This is huge. You need to know when to say no, how to price your 
work, and how to protect your time and energy. 

The Skills You Actually Need 

Forget what you've heard about needing to be a "digital native" or having a massive personal 
following. Here are the skills that actually matter: 

Essential Skills: 

 Clear, engaging writing 
 Basic visual design principles 

 Understanding of target audiences 
 Project management and organization 

 Client communication and expectation management 

Helpful But Not Required: 

 Advanced graphic design 

 Video editing 
 Paid advertising experience 

 Large personal social media following 

 Formal marketing education 

Can Be Learned Quickly: 

 Platform-specific features and best practices 
 Scheduling and analytics tools 

 Hashtag research and optimization 

 Content planning and batching 

Types of SMM Roles 

Social media management isn't one-size-fits-all. Understanding the different types of roles will 

help you choose the path that fits your lifestyle and goals: 

Freelance/Contract SMM 

 Work with multiple clients 

 Set your own rates and schedule 



6 
Marilee Mahinay | ContentMarketingStrategist.com | nicesites08@gmail.com  | greatservice@contentmarketingstrategist.com  

 

 Handle your own taxes and business expenses 

 Most flexibility, but also most responsibility 

Remote Employee SMM 

 Work for one company from home 
 Regular salary and benefits 

 Set schedule and expectations 

 Good stability with some flexibility 

In-House SMM 

 Work at a company's physical location 
 Often part of a larger marketing team 

 Face-to-face collaboration 

 Traditional employment structure 

Agency SMM 

 Work for a marketing agency 
 Handle multiple client accounts 

 Fast-paced, varied work 

 Good for building diverse experience quickly 

Setting Yourself Up for Success 

Regardless of which path you choose, certain fundamentals apply: 

� Action Item: Complete Your Professional Setup 

1. Create a professional email address - firstname.lastname@gmail.com works fine 

2. Set up basic business accounts - Google Drive, Canva, and a password manager 

3. Create a simple portfolio - Even 3-5 sample posts show you're serious 
4. Write your bio/introduction - One paragraph explaining who you help and how 

5. Research your local market - What are SMMs in your area charging? 

� Pro Tip: Start Before You're Ready 

Don't wait until you feel "qualified enough." Start practicing with sample clients (even if it's your 

friend's small business) to build real experience. You'll learn faster by doing than by studying.  

Common Beginner Mistakes to Avoid 

Learn from others' mistakes: 

Mistake #1: Underpricing Your Work Charging too little doesn't just hurt your income—it 
attracts clients who don't value your work. 
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Mistake #2: Saying Yes to Everything Boundaries are crucial. The client who wants "just a 

quick favor" will soon expect free work regularly. 

Mistake #3: Focusing Only on Vanity Metrics Likes and followers feel good, but clients care 

about business results. Learn the difference early. 

Mistake #4: Working Without Contracts Even a simple agreement protects both you and your 

client. No exceptions. 

Mistake #5: Neglecting Your Own Professional Development The industry changes fast. 
Successful SMMs invest in continuing education. 

Your First Week Action Plan 

Ready to get started? Here's what to do in your first week: 

Day 1-2: Foundation 

 Set up your professional accounts and tools 

 Create your first portfolio samples 
 Write your professional bio 

Day 3-4: Market Research 

 Identify 10 potential clients or companies you'd like to work with 

 Research their current social media presence 

 Note what they're doing well and what could be improved 

Day 5-7: First Outreach 

 Create a simple template for introducing yourself 
 Reach out to 3-5 potential clients or apply for 3-5 jobs 

 Follow up on any responses promptly 

Remember: Everyone starts somewhere. The most successful SMMs I know weren't born with 
special talents—they just started, stayed consistent, and learned from their mistakes. 

In the next chapter, we'll dive deep into your first 30 days on the job and how to set yourself up 
for long-term success, whether you're working remote or in-house. 

 

CHAPTER 2: YOUR FIRST 30 DAYS - REMOTE VS. IN-

HOUSE SUCCESS 

Your first 30 days are crucial. This is where you build the habits, processes, and relationships 

that will either make your life easier or significantly harder down the road. 
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The biggest factor in how you approach these first 30 days? Whether you're working remote or 

in-house. Each has its own advantages and challenges. 

Understanding the Fundamental Difference 

In-House Reality: You're physically present with the team (or maybe you're the only marketing 

person). You can walk over to someone's desk, overhear conversations, and get immediate 
feedback. The upside is instant communication. The downside? You might be on your own with 

limited guidance, which can be especially challenging if you're new to SMM. 

Remote Reality: You're out of sight, which means you're potentially out of mind unless you're 
proactive. You need to over-communicate and over-document everything. But you also have 

more control over your environment and schedule. 

The Remote SMM Setup Strategy 

If you're working remotely, your success depends heavily on how well you set up systems and 

communication from day one. 

� Week 1: Access and Alignment 

Get Access to Everything: 

 Google Drive or company file sharing 
 Brand assets, logos, style guides 

 All social media accounts (use a password manager like LastPass or 1Password) 

 Scheduling tools (Hootsuite, Buffer, Creator Studio, etc.) 
 Canva or other design tools 

 Any existing templates or previous content 

� Pro Tip: Create a "Brand Bible" document in your first week. Include brand colors, fonts, 

voice/tone guidelines, and any specific dos and don'ts. This becomes your reference guide and 

shows initiative. 

Establish Communication Protocols: 

 How often will you check in? (I recommend weekly minimum) 
 What platform will you use? (Slack, email, phone, video calls) 

 What information needs to be shared in each check-in? 

 Who approves content before it goes live? 

� My Strong Recommendation on Communication: I prefer text-based communication (chat, 

email) over phone or video calls. Here's why: 

 Everything is documented - No "I thought you said..." confusion 

 More efficient - No need to coordinate schedules for quick questions 

 Reference-able - You can search old conversations 
 Less miscommunication - People are more careful with written words 
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If your client insists on phone/video calls, always follow up with a written summary of what was 

discussed. 

Learn the Brand Inside and Out: 

 Read through all previous posts 
 Ask what content performed well and what didn't 

 Study their competitors' social media 

 Understand their target audience 
 Clarify their goals beyond "more followers" 

� Action Item: The 30-Day Discovery Process 

Create a simple document with these sections: 

1. Brand Voice - How do they communicate? Formal? Casual? Funny? 

2. Content Themes - What topics do they cover regularly? 
3. Audience - Who follows them? Who do they want to reach? 

4. Goals - What do they want social media to accomplish for their business? 
5. Constraints - What topics/approaches are off-limits? 

The In-House SMM Setup Strategy 

Working in-house has its own dynamics. You might have immediate access to team members, 

but you also need to establish your role and prove your value quickly. 

� Week 1: Integration and Understanding 

Map the Internal Landscape: 

 Who are the key stakeholders for social media? 

 What other marketing activities are happening? 

 How does social media fit into the bigger marketing strategy? 
 What resources and budget are available? 

Establish Your Expertise: 

 Audit current social media performance 

 Identify quick wins and long-term opportunities 

 Present your findings professionally 
 Suggest improvements with reasoning 

Build Internal Relationships: 

 Meet with sales team to understand customer objections and questions 

 Connect with customer service to understand common issues 

 Talk to product/service teams about upcoming launches or changes 

Universal First 30 Days Success Strategies 
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Whether remote or in-house, these strategies apply: 

� Create Your Content Creation System 

Week 1: Assessment and Planning 

 Audit existing content performance 
 Identify content gaps and opportunities 

 Create a simple content calendar template 

 Establish your workflow for creating and approving content 

Week 2: Content Creation and Testing 

 Create your first batch of content 
 Get feedback and iterate 

 Test different content types and formats 

 Start tracking what works 

Week 3: Optimization and Refinement 

 Analyze performance of your first posts 
 Adjust strategy based on results 

 Streamline your creation process 

 Build templates for efficiency 

Week 4: Scaling and Systematizing 

 Document your successful processes 
 Create content batches for efficiency 

 Set up reporting and check-in systems 

 Plan for the next month 

Setting Expectations Early 

One of the biggest mistakes new SMMs make is not clarifying expectations upfront. This leads 

to frustration on both sides. 

� The Expectation-Setting Conversation 

Have this conversation in your first week: 

Your Questions to Ask: 

 "What does success look like for social media in the next 90 days?" 

 "What are your biggest concerns or frustrations with social media?" 
 "How do you prefer to give feedback on content?" 

 "Are there any topics or approaches that are completely off-limits?" 

 "What's the approval process for content?" 
 "How do you want me to handle negative comments or messages?" 
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Your Expectations to Share: 

 "I work most effectively with X days notice for content requests" 
 "I'll provide performance reports every X weeks" 

 "For urgent requests, I charge an additional rush fee" 
 "I respond to messages during X hours" 

 "I'll need clear feedback within X days to stay on schedule" 

� Pricing Note: If you're freelancing, establish rush work fees upfront. Something like "same-
day requests incur a 50% rush fee" sets boundaries while offering flexibility. 

Building Your Support System 

Social media management can be isolating, especially when working remotely. Build your 
support system early. 

Professional Support: 

 Join SMM Facebook groups or online communities 
 Follow industry blogs and thought leaders 

 Set up Google Alerts for social media marketing news 
 Connect with other SMMs in your area 

Personal Support: 

 Create a dedicated workspace (even if it's just a corner of your bedroom) 
 Set boundaries with family/roommates about work hours 

 Establish routines that separate work time from personal time 
 Celebrate small wins - keep a "wins folder" of positive feedback 

Common 30-Day Pitfalls to Avoid 

Pitfall #1: Trying to Change Everything at Once Focus on quick wins first. Major strategy 

overhauls can wait until you understand the business better. 

Pitfall #2: Not Documenting Your Processes Write down what you're doing as you develop 

your workflow. You'll need to reference it later. 

Pitfall #3: Avoiding Difficult Conversations If something isn't working or you need 

clarification, speak up early. Problems don't get better with time. 

Pitfall #4: Neglecting Your Own Learning Use slow periods to improve your skills. Take 
courses, read industry content, practice new techniques. 

Your 30-Day Success Metrics 

Track both hard metrics and soft metrics: 
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Hard Metrics: 

 Content created and published 
 Engagement rates 

 Follower growth 
 Website clicks (if applicable) 

Soft Metrics: 

 Client/boss satisfaction (ask for feedback) 
 Your confidence level (1-10 scale) 

 Process efficiency (how long does content creation take?) 
 Your overall stress level 

� Action Item: Weekly Check-ins 

Every Friday, ask yourself: 

1. What worked well this week? 

2. What was challenging? 
3. What do I need to improve or learn? 

4. How can I make next week more efficient? 

Setting Up for Long-term Success 

Your first 30 days set the foundation for everything that follows. Focus on: 

 Building trust through consistent communication and delivery 

 Creating systems that will save you time later 
 Establishing boundaries that protect your time and energy 

 Documenting everything so you can improve and scale 

Remember: Everyone expects a learning curve in the first 30 days. Use this grace period to ask 
questions, make mistakes, and figure out what works. The habits you build now will determine 

your success for months to come. 

In the next chapter, we'll talk about protecting yourself as a professional SMM—because talent 

without boundaries leads to burnout. 

 

CHAPTER 3: PROTECTING YOURSELF AS A 

PROFESSIONAL SMM 

You're talented. You're creative. You're probably also eager to please and willing to go the extra 

mile for clients. Those are all good qualities, until they're not. 
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Here's the hard truth: If you don't protect yourself from the beginning, you'll end up overworked, 

underpaid, and burned out. I've watched too many talented SMMs leave the industry because 
they never learned to set boundaries. 

This chapter is about building protection into your business from day one, whether you're 
freelancing or working as an employee. 

The Foundation: Contracts and Agreements 

� Non-negotiable rule: Use a written agreement. Every. Single. Time. 

Even if it's a simple one-page document, even if it's your best friend's business, even if they 
promise it's "just a quick project." No exceptions. 

What Your Agreement Must Include: 

1. Scope of Work Be specific about what you will and won't do: 

 "Content creation includes graphics and captions for X posts per week" 

 "Client management does not include responding to comments or DMs unless 
specifically contracted" 

 "Revisions are limited to 2 rounds per piece of content" 

2. Deliverables and Timeline 

 How many posts per week/month? 

 What platforms? 
 When will content be delivered? 

 Who is responsible for scheduling? 

3. Revision Policy This is crucial. Without limits, you'll spend more time on revisions than on 

original creation. 

 "Client feedback must be provided within 48 hours of content delivery" 
 "Up to 2 rounds of revisions included per content batch" 

 "Additional revisions billed at $X per hour" 

4. Payment Terms 

 How much and when 

 Late payment penalties 
 What happens if the client cancels mid-project 

5. Termination Clause How either party can end the relationship and what happens to work 
already completed. 

� Template Language You Can Use: 
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"This agreement covers social media content creation only. Additional services such as 

community management, paid advertising, or website updates are not included and will be 
quoted separately." 

"Client will provide all necessary brand assets, login credentials, and feedback within agreed 
timeframes. Delays in client response may result in project timeline adjustments." 

Setting Boundaries That Stick 

Boundaries aren't mean—they're professional. Here's how to set them without feeling guilty: 

Time Boundaries: 

Working Hours Let clients know when you're available: 

 "I respond to messages Monday-Friday, 9 AM to 6 PM EST" 
 "Emergency requests outside business hours incur a 50% rush fee" 

Response Time Set realistic expectations: 

 "I respond to non-urgent messages within 24 hours" 
 "Content feedback turnaround: 48-72 hours for standard requests" 

� Warning: The "Just This Once" Trap The moment you respond to a 10 PM text "just this 
once," you've established that as acceptable. Stick to your boundaries from day one. 

Scope Boundaries: 

The Scope Creep Problem "Since you're already managing our Instagram, could you just 
quickly post this to Facebook too?" "Can you design a flyer for our event? It's social media 

related..." "Could you write some website copy? You're so good with words..." 

How to Handle Scope Creep: 

 "I'd be happy to help with that. It's outside our current agreement, so let me send you a 

quote." 
 "That sounds like a great project for next month. Let's discuss adding it to your package." 

 "I specialize in social media content. For website copy, I can recommend a great 
copywriter." 

Revision Boundaries: 

The Perfectionist Client Problem Some clients will request endless revisions, not because your 
work is bad, but because they can't make decisions. This is where your revision policy saves you. 

After the revision limit: 

 "We've reached the revision limit for this piece. I can make additional changes for $X per 

round." 
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 "I want to make sure we're both happy with the final result. Let's hop on a quick call to 

clarify the direction." 

Protecting Your Access and Assets 

Don't Give Away Full Control 

You can manage a client's social media accounts without owning them. Here's how: 

For Facebook/Instagram: 

 Use Business Manager to get admin access 

 Don't ask for the client's personal login 
 Set up your own Business Manager account 

For Other Platforms: 

 Request admin or collaborator access 

 Use official management tools when available 

 Keep your access separate from personal accounts 

Why This Matters: 

 If the relationship ends badly, you won't be locked out of your tools 
 You maintain professional boundaries 

 You protect client security 

 You avoid potential legal issues 

Keep Your Own Records 

Document Everything: 

 All email conversations 

 Content approval confirmations 

 Performance reports 
 Payment records 

 Any changes to original scope 

� Simple System: Create a folder for each client with subfolders: 

 Contracts 

 Communications 
 Content Archives 

 Reports 
 Invoices 

Financial Protection 

Payment Terms That Protect You: 
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For Freelancers: 

 50% deposit before work begins 
 Net 15 payment terms (not 30 or 60) 

 Late payment fees clearly stated 
 Kill fee clause if client cancels 

For Employees: 

 Clarify expense reimbursement policies 
 Understand overtime or extra project compensation 

 Get performance review schedules in writing 

The "Scope Insurance" Strategy: 

Build a small buffer into your pricing to handle minor scope creep without feeling resentful. If a 

client occasionally asks for a small extra, you can say yes graciously because you've already 
accounted for it. 

Emotional Protection 

Managing Client Relationships: 

The Professional Distance Rule: Be friendly but maintain professional boundaries. You're not 

their friend—you're their service provider. This distinction protects both parties. 

Handling Difficult Feedback: 

 Don't take criticism personally 

 Ask clarifying questions: "Can you help me understand what you'd like to see instead?" 
 Document all feedback requests 

 Remember: If they weren't willing to give feedback, they wouldn't care about the work 

When to Fire a Client: 

Yes, sometimes you need to fire clients. Red flags: 

 Consistently late payments 
 Abusive or disrespectful communication 

 Constantly changing requirements 

 Unrealistic expectations despite clear communication 
 Making you feel anxious or stressed regularly 

How to Fire a Client Professionally: "After careful consideration, I don't think we're the right 
fit for each other. I'd like to transition this project to another provider. I'll complete all work 

through [date] and provide a final report." 

Building Your Professional Reputation 
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The Welcome Kit Strategy: 

Create a simple PDF that outlines how you work. Send it to every new client. Include: 

 Your working hours and response times 

 Your content creation process 
 How you handle revisions and feedback 

 What you need from them to be successful 

 Your communication preferences 

This sets professional expectations from the start and reduces confusion later. 

Client Education: 

Part of protecting yourself is educating clients about what good social media management looks 

like: 

 Results take time to build 
 Algorithm changes affect performance 

 Quality engagement matters more than vanity metrics 
 Consistency is more important than perfection 

Legal Considerations 

Intellectual Property: 

 Who owns the content you create? 
 Can you use work samples in your portfolio? 

 What happens to content if the relationship ends? 

Liability: 

 What if you accidentally post something problematic? 

 Who is responsible for compliance with platform terms? 
 What about copyright issues with client-provided materials? 

� Important: While this book provides general guidance, consult with a lawyer for specific 
legal questions, especially if you're handling large accounts or significant budgets.  

Building Your Support Network 

Professional Protection: 

 Join professional SMM groups 
 Connect with other freelancers who can refer overflow work 

 Build relationships with complementary service providers (graphic designers, 
copywriters, web developers) 

Personal Protection: 
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 Maintain work-life boundaries 

 Have hobbies outside of social media 
 Build financial reserves for slow periods 

 Keep learning and improving your skills 

Red Flags to Watch For 

Client Red Flags: 

 "We'll pay you after the campaign performs well" 

 "This should be quick and easy" 
 "We need someone available 24/7" 

 "Our last social media manager didn't work out" (especially if they've had several) 
 Unwillingness to put agreements in writing 

Your Own Red Flags: 

 Working significantly more hours than you're paid for 
 Feeling anxious about checking messages 

 Consistently missing personal commitments for work 
 Undercharging because you're afraid to lose clients 

 Not enforcing your own boundaries 

Chapter Summary: Your Protection Checklist 

� Legal Protection: 

 Written agreements for every client 

 Clear scope of work 
 Revision and payment terms 

 Termination clauses 

� Operational Protection: 

 Separate business and personal accounts 

 Documented processes and communications 
 Regular backups of all work 

 Professional access management 

� Financial Protection: 

 Appropriate pricing with built-in buffers 

 Clear payment terms and enforcement 
 Emergency fund for slow periods 

 Insurance if handling large accounts 

� Personal Protection: 

 Clear boundaries on time and availability 
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 Professional distance from clients 

 Support network of peers 
 Regular evaluation of client relationships 

Remember: Protecting yourself isn't selfish—it's professional. The better you protect yourself, 
the better service you can provide to clients, and the longer you'll stay in this industry. 

In the next chapter, we'll talk about finding the right clients who will respect these boundaries 

and pay you what you're worth. 

 

PART II: BUILDING YOUR BUSINESS 

 

CHAPTER 4: FINDING CLIENTS THAT PAY WELL 

You could be the most talented social media manager in the world, but if no one knows you 

exist, it doesn't matter. Whether you're freelancing or helping your boss find clients for the 
company, you need to think like a salesperson—but a helpful, valuable salesperson. 

The key isn't just finding any clients. It's finding the right clients: those who value your work, 
pay on time, and don't make you want to quit the industry. 

Before You Start: Define Your Ideal Client 

Most SMMs make the mistake of saying "I'll work with anyone who pays me." This leads to 

working with nightmare clients who drain your energy and undervalue your work. 

� Ideal Client Profile Exercise: 

Business Type: 

 Local service businesses (lawyers, contractors, health practitioners)? 

 E-commerce stores? 

 Coaches and consultants? 
 B2B companies? 

 Restaurants and retail? 

Business Size: 

 Solo entrepreneurs? 

 Small businesses (2-10 employees)? 
 Medium businesses (11-50 employees)? 

 Larger companies with marketing budgets? 
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Budget Level: 

 Starter clients ($500-1,500/month)? 
 Mid-tier clients ($1,500-3,500/month)? 

 Premium clients ($3,500+ /month)? 

Communication Style: 

 Do you prefer detailed, formal communication or casual check-ins? 

 Do you work better with decisive clients or collaborative ones? 
 How much hand-holding are you willing to provide? 

� Pro Tip: Start with one specific niche. It's easier to become known as "the social media 
manager for fitness coaches" than "the social media manager for everyone." 

Where to Find Quality Clients 

Platform #1: Facebook Groups 

Despite rumors of its demise, Facebook Groups remain one of the best places to find clients—but 
you need to do it right. 

Groups to Join: 

 Industry-specific groups (not general freelancer groups) 

 Local business groups in your area 

 Groups for your ideal client type (e.g., "Women Entrepreneurs," "Small Business 
Owners") 

How to Use Groups Effectively: 

1. Join and observe for a week before posting anything 

2. Provide value first - answer questions, share helpful resources 

3. Build relationships before pitching services 
4. Follow group rules - many have specific days for self-promotion 

What NOT to Do: 

 Post "Does anyone need a social media manager?" 

 Send mass DMs to group members 

 Ignore group rules about self-promotion 
 Focus only on what you need instead of what you can give 

Platform #2: LinkedIn 

LinkedIn is particularly effective for B2B clients and professional services. 

LinkedIn Strategy: 
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 Optimize your profile for your ideal client, not for other SMMs 

 Share valuable content about social media trends and tips 
 Comment meaningfully on posts from potential clients 

 Use LinkedIn's search to find businesses in your target market 
 Send personalized connection requests with a reason for connecting 

Platform #3: X (Twitter) and Other Social Platforms 

How to Find Clients on X: 

 Search bios for keywords like "founder," "CEO," "small business owner" 

 Look for complaints about social media struggles 
 Join Twitter chats relevant to your target market 

 Share helpful content and engage authentically 

The "Helpful Gift" Strategy: When you find a business with social media that needs 
improvement: 

 Create a better header image for them 
 Rewrite their bio to be clearer 

 Send it as a "gift" with no strings attached 

This approach works because: 

 It shows your skills immediately 

 It demonstrates you care about their success 
 It reduces friction - they can see your work quality instantly 

 It starts the relationship with you giving value 

Platform #4: Local Networking 

Don't overlook in-person opportunities: 

 Chamber of Commerce meetings 
 Local business meetups 

 Industry conferences and workshops 

 Coworking spaces 

Platform #5: Referrals 

The best clients often come from referrals. Make it easy for people to refer you: 

 Ask satisfied clients for referrals directly 

 Offer referral incentives (discount on next month's service, small cash bonus) 

 Stay in touch with past clients even after projects end 
 Network with complementary service providers (web designers, copywriters, business 

coaches) 

The Right Way to Start Conversations 
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The Wrong Approach: "Hi! Are you looking for a social media manager? I can help grow your 

following and increase engagement!" 

The Right Approach: Start with genuine interest and specific value. 

Example Conversation Starter: "I noticed your content about [specific topic]. Your expertise 
really comes through! I did spot that your call-to-actions could be optimized to drive more 

engagement. Here's what I'd suggest: [specific suggestion]. Hope that's helpful!"  

Why This Works: 

 Shows you actually looked at their content 

 Provides immediate value 
 Demonstrates expertise without being salesy 

 Opens the door for conversation 

Creating Content That Attracts Clients 

Instead of constantly hunting for clients, create content that makes them come to you. 

Content Ideas That Attract Clients: 

Educational Posts: 

 "3 reasons your Instagram engagement is dropping" 

 "How to write captions that actually convert" 

 "The biggest social media mistakes I see small businesses make" 

Behind-the-Scenes Content: 

 Show your content creation process 
 Share before/after examples (with permission) 

 Discuss strategy decisions you've made for clients 

Client Success Stories: 

 Case studies with specific results 

 Client testimonials and feedback 
 Screenshots of positive comments or messages 

Industry Insights: 

 Commentary on platform updates 
 Predictions about social media trends 

 Analysis of successful campaigns 

� Pro Tip: Don't just share tips—show the results. Instead of "Use hashtags to increase reach," 

share "Client X increased reach by 40% using this hashtag strategy."  



23 
Marilee Mahinay | ContentMarketingStrategist.com | nicesites08@gmail.com  | greatservice@contentmarketingstrategist.com  

 

Qualifying Clients Before You Pitch 

Not every interested prospect is a good client. Qualify them before investing time in proposals.  

Key Qualifying Questions: 

Budget Questions: 

 "What's your current marketing budget?" 
 "How much are you looking to invest in social media monthly?" 

 "Have you worked with a social media manager before? What did that investment look 

like?" 

Expectation Questions: 

 "What are your main goals for social media?" 
 "How do you currently measure social media success?" 

 "What's your biggest frustration with social media right now?" 

Process Questions: 

 "Who would be my main point of contact?" 

 "What's your typical approval process for content?" 
 "How do you prefer to communicate about projects?" 

� Red Flags During Qualification: 

 Unwillingness to discuss budget 
 Unrealistic expectations ("I want to go viral every week") 

 No clear goals beyond "more followers" 
 Multiple decision-makers with no clear process 

 Emphasis on cheapest price rather than best value 

Positioning Yourself as the Solution 

When you do find qualified prospects, position yourself based on outcomes, not activities.  

Instead of: "I create social media posts" Say: "I help small businesses turn their social media 

into a lead generation system" 

Instead of: "I can post 5 times per week for $500" Say: "I create strategic content that attracts 

your ideal customers and turns followers into inquiries" 

Value-Based Positioning Examples: 

For Local Businesses: "I help local service businesses get more phone calls and bookings 

through strategic social media content" 
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For E-commerce: "I create social media content that drives traffic to online stores and increases 

sales" 

For Coaches/Consultants: "I help coaches build authority and attract premium clients through 

LinkedIn and Instagram" 

The Follow-Up System 

Most SMMs give up after one or two contacts. The money is in the follow-up. 

Follow-Up Timeline: 

 Initial contact: Provide value, start conversation 
 Follow-up #1 (1 week later): Share relevant resource or insight 

 Follow-up #2 (2 weeks later): Check in with helpful tip 
 Follow-up #3 (1 month later): Share success story or case study 

 Quarterly check-ins: Stay on their radar with valuable content 

� Follow-Up Template: "Hi [Name], I came across this article about [relevant topic] and 
thought you might find it interesting given our conversation about [specific challenge they 

mentioned]. No response needed - just wanted to share something that might be helpful! Hope 
your [specific business initiative] is going well." 

Building Your Client Pipeline 

Successful SMMs always have potential clients in their pipeline, even when they're busy with 

current work. 

Pipeline Management: 

 Track all prospects in a simple spreadsheet 

 Note their business type, budget range, and timeline 

 Set reminders for follow-ups 

 Categorize by likelihood to close 

Pipeline Categories: 

 Hot prospects: Ready to start, budget approved 
 Warm prospects: Interested but timing or budget unclear 

 Cold prospects: Early stage, education needed 

 Referral sources: People who might refer clients to you 

Pricing for the Right Clients 

Your pricing strategy directly affects the type of clients you attract. 

Race-to-the-Bottom Pricing ($200-500/month): 
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 Attracts price-focused clients 

 High turnover and constant negotiations 
 Lots of scope creep and unrealistic expectations 

 Difficult to deliver quality work profitably 

Value-Based Pricing ($1,000-3,000/month): 

 Attracts clients who understand the value of marketing 

 More stable, long-term relationships 
 Room to deliver excellent work and service 

 Clients who refer other quality clients 

Premium Pricing ($3,000+/month): 

 Attracts serious businesses with real budgets 

 Partnership-level relationships 
 Significant impact on their business growth 

 Requires advanced skills and proven results 

� Pricing Psychology: Clients who say "you're too expensive" usually aren't your ideal clients. 

The right clients ask "what results can you deliver?" instead of "what's your cheapest package?"  

Creating Your Client Attraction System 

Step 1: Content Calendar Create content consistently that showcases your expertise and attracts 
your ideal clients. 

Step 2: Networking Schedule Block time weekly for networking activities - group participation, 
LinkedIn engagement, etc. 

Step 3: Follow-Up System Set up systems to stay in touch with prospects and past clients. 

Step 4: Referral Program Make it easy and rewarding for people to refer clients to you. 

Step 5: Portfolio Development Continuously update your portfolio with best work and results. 

Common Client-Finding Mistakes 

Mistake #1: Casting Too Wide a Net Trying to appeal to everyone appeals to no one. Niche 
down. 

Mistake #2: Leading with Features Instead of Benefits "I post 5 times per week" vs. "I help 

you stay top-of-mind with potential customers" 

Mistake #3: Competing Only on Price This attracts the worst clients and devalues the entire 

industry. 

Mistake #4: Not Following Up Most sales happen after multiple touchpoints. One and done 

doesn't work. 
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Mistake #5: Focusing on Your Needs Instead of Theirs "I need clients" vs. "I help businesses 

solve this specific problem" 

Chapter Action Plan 

This Week: 

1. Define your ideal client using the profile exercise 
2. Join 3-5 Facebook groups where your ideal clients spend time 

3. Optimize your LinkedIn profile to attract your target market 

4. Create your first piece of client-attracting content 

This Month: 

1. Reach out to 10 potential clients using the value-first approach 
2. Set up your follow-up system and pipeline tracking 

3. Ask for referrals from anyone who knows your work 

4. Create a referral incentive program 

Remember: Finding great clients is about building relationships, not making pitches. Focus on 

being genuinely helpful, and the right clients will want to work with you. 

In the next chapter, we'll cover exactly how to convert these conversations into paying clients. 

 

CHAPTER 5: THE ART OF CONVERSATION AND 

CONVERSION 

You've found potential clients and started conversations. Now comes the crucial part: turning 

those conversations into actual paying clients. This isn't about high-pressure sales tactics—it's 

about helping the right people understand how you can solve their problems. 

The Mindset Shift That Changes Everything 

From: "I need to convince them to hire me" To: "I need to understand if we're a good fit for 

each other" 

This shift changes your entire approach. Instead of being desperate and pushy, you become 

consultative and selective. Paradoxically, this makes you more attractive to quality clients.  

The Conversation Framework 

Every successful client conversation follows a similar pattern, whether it happens over DM, 
email, or phone call. 

Phase 1: Connection and Credibility Build rapport and establish your expertise 
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Phase 2: Discovery Understand their situation, challenges, and goals 

Phase 3: Solution Present how you can help solve their specific problems 

Phase 4: Next Steps Make it easy for them to move forward (or disqualify themselves) 

Phase 1: Connection and Credibility 

Start with Genuine Interest 

Never open with your pitch. Start with something that shows you've paid attention to their 

business. 

Good Openers: 

 "I noticed your recent post about [specific topic] - that's exactly the kind of insight your 

audience needs to hear more of." 
 "Your approach to [specific business practice] really stands out in your industry." 

 "I've been following your business growth - congrats on [specific recent achievement]." 

Build Credibility Quickly 

Within the first few exchanges, you need to establish that you know what you're talking about. 

Ways to Build Credibility: 

 Share a specific insight about their current social media 

 Reference a relevant case study or result you've achieved 

 Ask intelligent questions that show you understand their industry 
 Provide immediate value with a tip or resource 

Example: "I noticed you're posting great content about [their expertise], but I don't see many 
call-to-actions that guide people toward working with you. In my experience with other [their 

industry] professionals, adding simple CTAs like 'DM me if you're dealing with [specific 

problem]' can triple the number of inquiries from social media." 

Phase 2: Discovery (The Most Important Phase) 

Most SMMs skip this phase and jump straight to pitching their services. Big mistake. You can't 

solve a problem you don't understand. 

Key Discovery Questions: 

Current Situation: 

 "What's your current social media setup?" 
 "Who's handling your social media now?" 

 "What platforms are you most active on?" 
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Challenges and Frustrations: 

 "What's your biggest frustration with social media right now?" 
 "What have you tried that hasn't worked?" 

 "What's stopping you from getting better results?" 

Goals and Outcomes: 

 "What would success look like for your social media?" 

 "How do you currently measure social media performance?" 
 "What business results are you hoping social media will drive?" 

Resources and Constraints: 

 "What's your typical marketing budget?" 

 "How much time are you currently spending on social media?" 

 "Who would be involved in approving content and strategy?" 

� Pro Tip: The 80/20 Rule In discovery conversations, you should be listening 80% of the time 

and talking 20%. Ask questions, then really listen to the answers. 

Reading Between the Lines 

Pay attention to what they don't say: 

 If they focus only on vanity metrics (followers, likes), you may need to educate them 
about business results 

 If they mention multiple failed attempts, they may have unrealistic expectations or 
poor communication habits 

 If they're vague about budget, they may not be serious buyers yet 

 If they want results "as soon as possible," they may not understand how social media 
works 

Phase 3: Solution (Tailored to Their Needs) 

Now that you understand their situation, present your solution in terms of their specific problems 
and goals. 

The Solution Framework: 

1. Acknowledge Their Challenge "Based on what you've shared, it sounds like the main 
challenge is [specific problem they mentioned]." 

2. Share Relevant Experience "I've worked with several [their industry] businesses facing 
similar challenges." 

3. Present Your Approach "Here's how I typically help with this situation..." 
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4. Connect to Their Goals "This approach should help you achieve [specific goal they 

mentioned]." 

Example Solution Presentation: "Based on our conversation, it sounds like your main 

challenge is creating consistent content that actually drives inquiries for your consulting 
services. I've worked with several other consultants who had the same issue. 

My approach focuses on creating content that positions you as the go-to expert in [their 

specialty] while including clear calls-to-action that guide potential clients to book discovery 
calls with you. 

For example, with one client in a similar situation, we increased their monthly inquiries from 2-3 
to 12-15 within 90 days by focusing on educational content that addressed their ideal clients' 

most common questions. 

This sounds like it would help you reach your goal of booking 2-3 new high-value clients per 
month." 

Phase 4: Next Steps 

Many conversations die here because the SMM doesn't make it clear what happens next. 

Making the Transition 

Don't ask "Are you interested?" Instead, assume interest and suggest next steps: 

 "This sounds like a great fit. Would you like me to put together a specific proposal for 
your situation?" 

 "Based on what you've shared, I think I can definitely help. Let me send you some 
information about how we'd work together." 

 "I have some ideas for your specific situation. When would be a good time for a quick 

call to discuss details?" 

Presenting Your Investment 

When it's time to talk pricing, be confident and clear: 

Don't Say: "My prices are..." Do Say: "The investment for this level of service is..." 

Don't Say: "Does that work for your budget?" Do Say: "How does that align with what you 

were planning to invest?" 

Pricing Presentation Framework: 

1. Summarize the Value "So we'll be creating strategic content that positions you as the expert, 
drives qualified inquiries, and saves you 10+ hours per week." 

2. Present the Investment "The investment for this comprehensive approach is $2,500 per 

month." 
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3. Provide Context "Most of my clients see this pay for itself within the first 60 days through 

increased inquiries." 

4. Make It Easy to Say Yes "We can start with a 90-day trial to ensure it's working well for both 

of us." 

Handling Common Objections 

Objection: "I need to think about it" 

Response: "Absolutely, this is an important decision. What specific aspects would you like to 

think through? I'm happy to address any questions that might help with your decision."  

Then address their real concerns and set a follow-up timeline. 

Objection: "Your price is too high" 

Response: "I understand budget is a consideration. Help me understand what you were hoping to 

invest? There might be a way to adjust the scope to fit your budget while still achieving your 

main goals." 

If they want significant price cuts, they're probably not your ideal client. 

Objection: "I want to try doing it myself first" 

Response: "That makes sense. Many of my best clients tried the DIY approach first. What I 

typically see is that business owners either don't have enough time to do it consistently, or they 

don't see the results they're hoping for. If you decide to give it a try, I'm here if you need help 
down the road." 

Stay helpful and leave the door open. 

Objection: "I need to talk to my partner/team" 

Response: "Of course. What information would be helpful for that conversation? I'm happy to 

provide a proposal or answer any questions they might have." 

Offer to speak with the decision-makers directly if appropriate. 

The Follow-Up Sequence 

Not every conversation converts immediately. Most require multiple touchpoints. 

Immediate Follow-Up (Within 24 Hours): Send a summary of what you discussed and your 

proposed next steps. 

Follow-Up #2 (3-5 Days Later): Share a relevant resource or case study that relates to their 
situation. 
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Follow-Up #3 (1-2 Weeks Later): Check in with a helpful tip or industry insight. 

Monthly Follow-Up: Stay on their radar with valuable content until they're ready to move 
forward. 

� Follow-Up Email Template: 

Subject: Quick follow-up on our social media conversation 

Hi [Name], 

Thanks for taking the time to chat about your social media goals. I enjoyed learning about 
[specific detail about their business]. 

Based on our conversation, I think focusing on [specific strategy] would be the best approach to 
help you [specific goal they mentioned]. 

I've attached a brief proposal outlining how we'd work together and the investment involved. The 

main components are: - [Key deliverable 1] - [Key deliverable 2] 
- [Key deliverable 3] 

I'm confident this approach will help you [specific outcome], similar to the results I achieved 
with [relevant case study]. 

What questions can I answer for you? 

Best regards, [Your name] 

Conversion Psychology 

Principle #1: People Buy When They Feel Understood The more accurately you can reflect 

their challenges and goals, the more they'll trust you to solve them. 

Principle #2: Urgency Comes from Their Pain, Not Your Pressure Don't create artificial 

urgency. Help them understand the cost of not solving their problem. 

Principle #3: Confidence is Contagious If you're uncertain about your value, they will be too. 
Know your worth and communicate it clearly. 

Principle #4: Options Create Comfort Instead of one take-it-or-leave-it offer, provide 2-3 
options when possible. 

Creating Options That Convert 

Option 1: Starter Package Basic content creation, perfect for businesses just getting started 

Option 2: Growth Package (Position as most popular) Comprehensive content + strategy, for 
businesses ready to scale 
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Option 3: Premium Package Full-service social media management, for businesses wanting 

hands-off approach 

Why This Works: 

 Gives them control over the decision 
 Makes the middle option seem reasonable 

 Accommodates different budgets and comfort levels 

 Increases your average sale price 

Measuring Your Conversion Success 

Track these metrics to improve your conversion rate: 

Conversation Metrics: 

 Initial responses to your outreach 

 Conversations that move to discovery phase 

 Discovery conversations that move to proposal 
 Proposals that convert to clients 

Quality Metrics: 

 Average deal size 

 Client retention rate 

 Referrals from converted clients 
 Time from first contact to signed contract 

Improvement Areas: 

 Which part of your process loses the most prospects? 

 What objections come up most frequently? 

 Which types of prospects convert best? 
 What messaging gets the best response? 

Common Conversion Mistakes 

Mistake #1: Pitching Too Early Jumping to your solution before understanding their problem 

Mistake #2: Talking Features Instead of Benefits "I post 5 times per week" vs. "I keep you 

top-of-mind with potential customers" 

Mistake #3: Not Handling Objections Directly Avoiding price conversations or difficult 
questions 

Mistake #4: Weak Follow-Up Giving up after one or two contacts 

Mistake #5: Desperation Energy Needing the sale so badly that prospects can sense it 
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Your Conversion Action Plan 

This Week: 

1. Practice your discovery questions until they feel natural 
2. Write out responses to the most common objections 

3. Create a follow-up sequence template 
4. Review your current pricing presentation 

This Month: 

1. Track your conversion metrics to identify improvement areas 
2. Practice the conversation framework with every prospect 

3. Refine your follow-up process based on results 
4. Create package options to give prospects choices 

Remember: Great conversion isn't about being pushy—it's about being helpful to the right people 

and making it easy for them to work with you. 

In the next chapter, we'll dive deep into pricing your services in a way that attracts quality clients 

and supports your business goals. 

 

CHAPTER 6: PRICING YOUR SERVICES FOR PROFIT 

Pricing might be the most challenging aspect of running an SMM business. Price too low, and 

you attract clients who don't value your work. Price too high without proper positioning, and you 

price yourself out of the market. 

But here's what most SMMs don't realize: pricing isn't just about covering your costs or 

matching what others charge. Strategic pricing is a business tool that attracts the right clients, 
positions you as a professional, and creates a sustainable business. 

The Psychology of Pricing 

Why Cheap Pricing Hurts You: 

It Attracts the Wrong Clients Clients who choose solely based on low price tend to: 

 Have unrealistic expectations 

 Request more revisions and changes 
 Pay late or negotiate payments 

 Not refer quality clients 

 Leave quickly for cheaper alternatives 

It Devalues Your Industry When SMMs consistently underprice their services, it creates a race 

to the bottom that hurts everyone. 
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It Prevents Quality Work At extremely low prices, you can't afford to spend adequate time on 

strategy, research, and quality execution. 

Why Higher Pricing Actually Helps: 

Better Client Relationships Clients who pay professional rates tend to: 

 Respect your expertise and recommendations 

 Provide clearer feedback and direction 

 Pay on time and without negotiation 
 Stay longer and refer other quality clients 

 Value the results you provide 

More Resources for Quality Higher pricing allows you to: 

 Spend adequate time on each client 

 Invest in better tools and resources 
 Continuously improve your skills 

 Provide exceptional service 

Pricing Models That Work 

Model #1: Package-Based Pricing 

Instead of charging hourly, create packages that solve specific problems.  

Example Package Structure: 

Starter Package - $1,200/month 

 8 posts per month (2 per week) 
 Custom graphics and captions 

 Basic hashtag research 

 Monthly performance report 

Growth Package - $2,500/month � Most Popular 

 16 posts per month (4 per week) 
 Custom graphics and captions 

 Strategic content planning 

 Hashtag strategy and optimization 
 Community management (respond to comments) 

 Bi-weekly strategy calls 
 Detailed monthly analytics 

Premium Package - $4,500/month 

 20+ posts per month across multiple platforms 
 Complete social media strategy 
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 Content calendar planning 

 Community management 
 Monthly strategy sessions 

 Quarterly strategy reviews 
 Priority support and rush requests 

Model #2: Project-Based Pricing 

Good for specific deliverables like account setup, content audits, or strategy development. 

Example Projects: 

 Social media audit and strategy: $750-1,500 
 Account setup and optimization: $500-1,000 

 90-day content calendar: $1,200-2,500 

 Social media training workshop: $1,000-3,000 

Model #3: Results-Based Pricing 

Advanced pricing model where part of your fee is tied to specific outcomes.  

Example Structure: 

 Base monthly fee: $2,000 

 Bonus for achieving engagement goals: $500 
 Bonus for lead generation targets: $1,000 

� Warning: Only use results-based pricing when you have significant control over the factors 
that drive results. 

Pricing by Market and Experience Level 

Beginner SMM (0-1 year experience): 

 Philippines: ₱15,000-25,000/month 
 United States: $800-1,500/month 

 Canada: CAD $1,000-1,800/month 
 Australia: AUD $1,200-2,000/month 

Experienced SMM (1-3 years): 

 Philippines: ₱25,000-45,000/month 
 United States: $1,500-3,500/month 

 Canada: CAD $1,800-4,200/month 
 Australia: AUD $2,000-4,800/month 

Expert SMM (3+ years with proven results): 

 Philippines: ₱45,000+/month 
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 United States: $3,500-8,000+/month 

 Canada: CAD $4,200-9,600+/month 
 Australia: AUD $4,800-11,000+/month 

� Pro Tip: These ranges assume package-based pricing for comprehensive services. Individual 
market conditions, niche specialization, and client budgets can significantly affect rates. 

Pricing Strategy for Different Client Types 

Local Small Businesses 

 Budget range: $800-2,500/month 
 Focus on local community building and foot traffic 

 Emphasize local SEO and community engagement 
 Simple, consistent posting with local relevance 

E-commerce Businesses 

 Budget range: $1,500-5,000/month 
 Focus on product showcasing and sales conversion 

 Include user-generated content and reviews 
 Track ROI through sales attribution 

Professional Services (Lawyers, Doctors, Consultants)  

 Budget range: $2,000-7,000/month 
 Focus on authority building and lead generation 

 Higher-quality content reflecting professional image 
 Compliance and regulatory considerations 

Coaches and Course Creators 

 Budget range: $1,200-4,500/month 
 Focus on community building and funnel support 

 Educational content and social proof 
 Integration with launch campaigns 

How to Present Your Pricing 

The Investment Conversation 

Step 1: Build Value First Before mentioning price, ensure they understand the full scope of 
what you provide and the results they can expect. 

Step 2: Present as Investment, Not Cost "The investment for this comprehensive approach is 
$2,500 per month." 

Step 3: Provide Context "Most clients see this investment return itself within 60-90 days 

through increased inquiries and sales." 
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Step 4: Address Budget Reality "How does this align with what you were planning to invest in 

social media?" 

Pricing Conversation Examples: 

Good: "Based on your goals and the comprehensive strategy we discussed, the investment is 
$3,000 per month. This includes everything we talked about: strategic content creation, 

community management, and monthly optimization. Most of my clients in similar situations see 

significant ROI within the first quarter." 

Bad: "My rate is $3,000 per month. Does that work for you?" 

Pricing Objections and Responses 

"That's more than we were hoping to spend." 

Response: "I understand budget is important. What range were you hoping to stay within? I 

might be able to adjust the scope to fit your budget while still achieving your main goals."  

Then either create a smaller package or refer them to someone who works with smaller budgets. 

"Your competitor quoted us half that price." 

Response: "I'm sure there are people who charge less, just like there are people who charge 
more. My pricing reflects the level of strategy, quality, and results I provide. Let me show you 

exactly what that looks like..." 

Then demonstrate your value through case studies and process explanation. 

"We need to think about it." 

Response: "Of course, this is an important investment. What specific aspects would help you 
with your decision? I'm happy to address any concerns or provide additional information." 

Uncover and address their real concerns. 

Value-Based Pricing Strategies 

Calculate Their Current Cost of Poor Social Media: 

Help clients understand what poor social media is costing them: 

 Lost opportunities from inconsistent posting 
 Time spent by expensive employees on social media 

 Missed sales from poor content strategy 

 Brand damage from unprofessional content 

Example Value Calculation: "If better social media brought you just 2 additional clients per 

month at your average sale value of $2,000, that's $4,000 in additional monthly revenue. Our 
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investment of $2,500 gives you a 60% ROI, not counting the time savings and professional brand 

benefits." 

Pricing Structures That Protect You 

Payment Terms: 

 50% deposit before work begins 
 Net 15 payment terms (not 30 or 60 days) 

 Auto-pay setup when possible 

 Late payment fees clearly stated 

Contract Terms: 

 Minimum 3-month commitment 
 30-day notice for cancellation 

 Revision limits clearly stated 

 Scope creep policies defined 

Rate Increase Strategy: 

 Annual rate increases of 5-10% 
 Notice given 60 days in advance 

 Increases tied to expanded value or services 

 Grandfathering vs. across-the-board increases 

Pricing for Different Service Levels 

Content Creation Only: 

 Just creating posts and captions 
 Client handles scheduling and engagement 

 Lower price point: $600-1,500/month 

Content + Strategy: 

 Strategic content planning 

 Performance analysis and optimization 
 Medium price point: $1,500-3,500/month 

Full Social Media Management: 

 Complete hands-off service 
 Strategy, creation, posting, engagement, reporting 

 Higher price point: $3,000-8,000+/month 

International Pricing Considerations 
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For Filipino SMMs Serving International Clients: 

Advantages: 

 Favorable exchange rates increase purchasing power 

 Lower cost of living allows competitive pricing 
 Growing recognition of Filipino digital talent 

 Time zone benefits for US/Australian clients 

Positioning Strategies: 

 Focus on quality and results, not low cost 

 Highlight unique skills and cultural insights 
 Build portfolio with international case studies 

 Price competitively but not at the bottom 

Market-Specific Adjustments: 

 US clients: Can often pay higher rates 

 Australian clients: Good rates, favorable time zones 
 UK clients: Moderate rates, some timezone challenges 

 Canadian clients: Similar to US market 

Tools for Managing Pricing and Payments 

Invoicing Tools: 

 FreshBooks 

 QuickBooks Online 
 Wave (free option) 

 Invoice Ninja 

Payment Processing: 

 PayPal (widely accepted internationally) 

 Stripe (professional, lower fees) 
 Wise (good for international transfers) 

 Local options (GCash, PayMaya for Philippines) 

Contract Management: 

 HelloSign for digital signatures 

 PandaDoc for proposal and contract creation 
 Simple Google Docs templates 

Building Your Pricing Confidence 

Document Your Results: Keep detailed records of client successes to justify your rates: 
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 Engagement rate improvements 

 Follower growth (quality, not just quantity) 
 Website traffic from social media 

 Lead generation and sales attribution 
 Time saved for client 

Continuous Skill Development: Invest in your education to justify higher rates: 

 Platform certification programs 
 Marketing and business courses 

 Industry conference attendance 
 Tool and software proficiency 

Professional Positioning: Present yourself as a business consultant who specializes in social 

media, not just someone who posts pictures. 

When and How to Raise Your Rates 

Timing for Rate Increases: 

 After achieving significant results for clients 
 When demand exceeds your capacity 

 Annual reviews (typical 5-10% increases) 

 When adding new services or value 
 Market rate changes in your area 

How to Communicate Rate Increases: 

For Existing Clients: "Starting January 1st, my rates will be increasing to reflect the expanded 

value and results we've achieved together. Your new monthly investment will be $X. This reflects 

the 40% improvement in your lead generation and the additional services we've added. I value 
our partnership and wanted to give you plenty of notice." 

For New Clients: Simply quote your new rates. No explanation needed. 

Chapter 7: Creating Scroll-Stopping Images With Title 

Overlays 

Your image is the gatekeeper to your content. If it doesn't stop the scroll, your brilliant caption 

becomes invisible. Here's how to create images that demand attention: 

The Psychology Behind Stopping Power Visual communication is all about emotion: what do 

your followers FEEL when they see your social posts. Your goal isn't just to look pretty—it's to 

trigger an emotional response that makes thumbs pause mid-scroll. 

Essential Elements That Work: 
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 Maximum contrast is non-negotiable: High contrast between text and background is 

essential - white text on dark backgrounds or vice versa tends to work best 
 Keep text overlay punchy: Headlines, not essays. Think "3 Secrets That Changed 

Everything" not a paragraph explaining your morning routine 
 Eye contact creates connection: Use faces looking directly at the viewer—especially 

yours or your clients' 

 Brand consistency builds trust: Stick to 2-3 fonts and your core colors across all posts 

Winning Examples: 

 Stressed person + "Why Your Instagram Strategy Is Failing (Fix #3 Will Shock You)" 
 Smiling client + powerful testimonial quote 

 Bold carousel cover: "5 Mistakes Costing You Followers" 

Tools That Deliver: 

 Canva Pro: Brand kits, background remover, endless templates 

 Pexels/Unsplash: Free, professional stock photos 
 Google Fonts: Perfect font pairings for your brand 

The White Space Rule: Don't cram everything in. Breathing room makes your message 

powerful, not overwhelming. 

Chapter 8: Captions That Convert: Writing Descriptions 

That Match Your Visual Impact 

You've created the perfect scroll-stopper. Now your caption needs to seal the deal. Mismatched 

vibes between image and text? Instant scroll-past. 

The Two-Line Hook Strategy Here are 70 awesome hooks you can use in your content to grab 

the attention of your audience and encourage them to carry on reading. Your opening determines 
everything: 

 "Nobody talks about this, but..." 

 "This one trick saved me 5 hours last week" 
 "Unpopular opinion: [controversial take]" 

Write Like a Human, Not a Robot Ditch the corporate speak. Instead of "In today's digital 
landscape, engagement metrics indicate..." try "If nobody's commenting, your posts are basically 

shouting into the void." 

Match Your Image's Energy 

 Funny image = keep it light and playful 

 Emotional story = maintain that vulnerability 
 Educational post = expand with actionable insights 

 Never flip from heartfelt to salesy mid-caption 
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End With Purpose - The CTA Every caption needs a clear next step: 

 "Save this for later" 
 "Tag someone who needs to see this" 

 "What's your biggest challenge? Comment below" 
 "Ready to dive deeper? DM me 'GUIDE' for my free resource" 

Your Swipe-Worthy Formula: [EMOTIONAL HOOK] + [VALUE/STORY] + [CLEAR 

CTA] 

Readability Hacks: Use emojis as visual breaks, short paragraphs, and bullet points. Make 

skimming effortless—most people won't read every word, but they'll absorb your main message. 

Chapter 9: Description Optimization for Algorithms 

You don't need to "crack the code"—you need to speak the algorithm's language. Think of it as 
having a conversation with a really smart assistant who wants to help you find your people.  

How platforms decide who sees your content: 

Social media algorithms look at several key factors to determine content distribution [2]: 

 Keywords in your captions (what words you're actually using) 

 Engagement patterns (how people interact with your stuff) 
 Content format (video, carousel, single image, etc.) 

 Your usual audience (who typically engages with you) 

So if you're being vague and generic... you're basically whispering in a crowded room. 

Instead, get specific: 

� Use searchable keywords your ideal client would actually type � Call out your audience 

directly ("For overwhelmed entrepreneurs..." or "If you're a new coach...") � Choose targeted 

hashtags (#socialmediamarketingforsmallbusiness beats #marketing every time) � Write 

descriptive alt text (Instagram and Facebook love this) � Repeat key phrases across posts so 
the algorithm learns your niche 

Example transformation: � "Boost your engagement with this hack!" � "Small business 
owners struggling with Instagram reach: here's the caption formula that doubled my comments 

last month." 

The second version gives the algorithm everything it needs to find your exact people. 

Pro Tip: The clearer you are about your audience, the more precise your reach becomes over 

time. 

https://sproutsocial.com/insights/social-media-algorithms/
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Chapter 10: Different Kinds of Engagement & What They 

Actually Mean 

Not all hearts and thumbs are created equal. That post with 200 likes might actually be 
underperforming compared to the one with 15 meaningful comments. 

Here's what each engagement type tells the algorithm: 

� The engagement hierarchy: 

 Likes: "This was nice to see" 

 Comments: "I'm invested enough to start a conversation" 
 Shares: "This is valuable enough to pass along to my network" 

 Saves: "This is so useful I need to reference it later" (These are GOLD for reach) 

Which should you prioritize? All of them—but comments and saves typically carry the most 
algorithmic weight, especially on Instagram and Facebook [2]. 

How to encourage each type: 

More comments? Ask engaging questions that require thinking: 

 "What's your biggest challenge with this?" 

 "Are you Team A or Team B? Defend your choice below!" 

More saves? Create reference-worthy content: 

 "5-step checklist for your next launch" 
 "Save this for when you're feeling stuck" 

More shares? Post relatable, emotional content: 

 Universal truths that make people go "YES, THIS!" 
 Quick wins people want to pass along 

The golden rule: Respond to every single comment. It doubles your engagement and shows the 
platform that real conversations happen under your content. 

Pro Tip: Reshare your most-saved content every 6-8 weeks. Most of your audience missed it the 

first time around. 

Chapter 11: Why Strategies Matter (Even for Small 

Accounts) 

Random posting isn't a strategy—it's digital confetti. You're just throwing content into the void 

and hoping something magical happens. 

https://sproutsocial.com/insights/social-media-algorithms/
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A real content strategy helps you: 

 Stay consistent without burning out 
 Attract quality followers (not just vanity metrics) 

 Convert followers into customers (eventually) 

Your simple strategy foundation: 

� Pick one platform to dominate first (don't spread yourself thin) � Define your ideal 

follower (give them a name, age, and biggest problem) � Identify their pain points (what 
keeps them up at night?) � Choose your goal (awareness, email signups, sales calls?) � Map 

your content pillars (3-5 topics you'll rotate through) 

Even posting 3x per week beats random daily posts when there's intention behind each one. 

Example strategy for a productivity coach: 

 Mondays: Motivational mindset content 
 Wednesdays: Practical productivity tips 

 Fridays: Client wins or behind-the-scenes 

You don't need 50 content ideas. You need 3-5 solid categories that work on repeat. 

Pro Tip: Track what performs best. Your winning content becomes your strategy roadmap for 

small business success. 

Chapter 12: Platform Metrics vs. Business Metrics 

Don't get hypnotized by the pretty numbers. Not all metrics are created equal—and some are 
straight-up lying to you about your success. 

Platform metrics (aka vanity stats): 

 Followers 
 Likes 

 Reach 
 Impressions 

These tell you how many eyeballs saw your content—but zero about what happened next. Did 

they buy? Did they even remember you 5 minutes later? 

Business metrics (the ones that pay your bills): 

 Website clicks 
 DMs that turn into conversations 

 Email list growth 

 Actual sales 
 Qualified leads 
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Here's the truth bomb: You can have 500 engaged followers and make bank, or 50K followers 

and still be eating ramen for dinner. Attention doesn't automatically equal revenue. 

For SMMs working with clients: Set expectations early: "My job is driving quality engagement 

and visibility. That opens doors for leads—but your offer, website, and sales skills close the 
deal." 

This positions you as a crucial part of the growth machine, not the person magically responsible 

for making money appear out of thin air. 

Pro Tip: Track both types of metrics in monthly reports. It makes you look like you actually 

know what you're doing (even when you're figuring it out as you go). 

Chapter 13: Client Expectations (and How to Keep Your 

Sanity) 

Your job description is "Social Media Manager"—not mind reader, business therapist, or 24/7 

digital emergency responder. 

Nail down these details before you start: 

 How many posts per week? 

 Who's providing images and brand assets? 
 Are you handling comments and DMs? 

 Captions only, or graphics too? 

 When and how often will you report back? 

Get everything in writing. Even a simple Google Doc beats a handshake agreement when things 

get messy. 

Red flags that scream "RUN": 

 "Just whip up a quick post real fast?" (No contract = no work) 

 "We'll pay you based on performance" (That's gambling, not business) 
 "I need you available all the time" (That's not remote work—that's digital slavery) 

Sanity-saving strategies: 

 Create templates for everything you can 

 Batch content creation (1-2 weeks at once) 

 Use scheduling tools like Metricool, Publer, or Buffer 
 Set boundaries and stick to them 

Pro Tip: The more professional you act from day one, the more respect you'll get for your time 

and expertise. Conversational writing is relaxed, fun, and engaging, but business is still business. 

Chapter 14: Avoiding Violations on Social Platforms 
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You don't need to live in fear of the algorithm police—but you do need to respect the house 

rules. Getting shadowbanned or account-blocked is the fastest way to torpedo your growth (and 
lose clients). 

Common violation traps: 

 Using copyrighted music/images without permission (especially in Reels) 

 Mass follow/unfollow sprees (Instagram's pet peeve) 

 Hashtag stuffing (stick to 5-15 relevant ones) 
 Fake engagement bait ("Tag 10 friends to win!" with no real contest) 

 Medical/health claims without disclaimers 
 Bot-like automation tools (Always stay human) 

For business account management: 

 Set up proper business/creator profiles 
 Don't log in from multiple devices/locations (looks suspicious) 

 Avoid copy-pasting identical captions (triggers spam detection) 

Pro Tip: When in doubt, actually read the platform's Terms of Use and Community Guidelines. 

Yes, it's boring. Yes, it could save your account and your reputation. 

Chapter 15: Pricing Your SMM Services 

Philippines Market Reality Check: New SMMs typically charge 10,000-15,000 PHP monthly, 

depending on scope and client budget. 

Your starter service package should include: 

1. Platform setup - Profile optimization across key platforms 
2. Content creation - Written and visual content that hits your audience 

3. Content strategy - Posting schedules and content planning 

4. Community management - Responding to comments and messages 
5. Analytics & reporting - Monthly performance tracking 

Global perspective for context: 

 US: $40,000-$86,000 annually ($500-$5,000 monthly freelance) 

 Canada: $32,580-$67,000 CAD annually 

 Hourly rates: $31+ USD in developed markets 

Strategy for new SMMs: Start competitive to build your portfolio, then raise rates as you prove 

results. Focus on delivering consistent value through quality content and genuine engagement.  

Remote work advantage: SMM work is naturally remote-friendly since everything happens on 

digital platforms. This opens doors to global clients and higher-paying opportunities beyond 

local market rates. 



47 
Marilee Mahinay | ContentMarketingStrategist.com | nicesites08@gmail.com  | greatservice@contentmarketingstrategist.com  

 

Pro Tip: Document your wins and client results. Your portfolio speaks louder than any pitch 

deck when it comes to justifying higher rates. 

 

 

 

 

 

PART V: STRATEGIC BACKUP MASTERPLAN 

Marilee’s Social Media On Tap Services:  This is simply a backup plan that if you ever get into trouble. 

Get frustrated or overwhelmed. You can take advantage of an instant service that can save the day! 

The "Oh Crap" Moment Everyone Faces 

You know that feeling when your laptop crashes the night before a big launch? Or when you're 

staring at a blank Instagram feed, completely out of ideas, and your audience is waiting? 

Here's your lifeline. 

Just like smart businesses use backup data as a strategic advantage rather than just a safety net 

during crisis [5], Marilee's Social Media On Tap is your strategic backup plan for when social 
media feels impossible. 

What Is "Social Media On Tap"? 

Think of it as your emergency social media rescue service. When you're drowning in deadlines, 

battling creative block, or simply need someone who "gets it" to jump in and save the day. 

Here's how it works: 

� The Crisis Scenarios: 

 You're sick and can't create content 
 Your designer disappeared with your graphics 
 You have zero time but need to stay consistent 
 You're completely stuck on what to post 
 You need professional content NOW 

� The "On Tap" Solution: One email or message to Marilee, and within 24 hours or less, you 
have: 

 Ready-to-post content created specifically for your brand 
 Captions that sound like YOU (not some generic robot) 

https://www.owndata.com/resources/ebook/from-safety-net-to-strategic-advantage-how-to-maximize-the-value-of-your-backups
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 Graphics that match your style 
 Peace of mind that your social media won't go dark 

The "Aha Moment" 

You're never truly alone in this social media game. While everyone else is panicking about 

algorithms and posting schedules, you have a secret weapon: professional backup that kicks in 
exactly when you need it most. 

It's like having a fire extinguisher, you hope you never need it, but when you do, you're 

incredibly grateful it exists.  

 


